CHAPTER XXIII

Ormuz Again

THAT he was intrigued against in India, Albuquerque
knew, He probably had no idea how many in Portugal
were interested in breaking his career. Some of the fidalgos
whom he had come up against from time to time bore him
a bitter grudge, and they had powerful relatives at Court.

Though many of their grievances were fanciful, two or
three genuine cases of arbitrary conduct on the Governor's
part could be cited. The origin of the trouble, however, was
invariably the same: none of these men could endure dis-
cipline, and Albuquerque was an autocrat. He had never
abused his position for wiping off personal scores. Indeed,
in all matters purely personal he could be strangely patient,
and few men have shown themselves more willing to forgive;
but when it came to insubordination he punished without
mercy, and not always in cold blood.

That is what had happened in the affair of Diogo Mendes.
Albuquerque's rages were as brief as they were violent, but
in this instance some of the offenders had been swinging by
the neck before the Governor had time to be " arrependido ",
as Caspar Correa puts it. Their widows went and wept
before D. Manuel, and when Diogo Mendes arrived he had
much to say. Diogo Mendes had studied law at Salamanca
and knew how to make out a good case for himself,

Albuquerque was at a serious disadvantage as compared
with his detractors; they blackened him entirely, but he
was too fair-minded to do the same by them. We find him
saying what he thinks of his opponents' conduct, but pointing
out their worth in the same breath. This peculiarity comes

254